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A study of the Process of Aftercare by Children's home care workers

Yuko MATSUO", Kouji ISHIZU?, Nobuko NAGAMORI®
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2) Department of Early Childhood Education, Toyama College of Welfare Science
3) Adult guardianship office

Abstract

This paper discusses how children's care home care workers engage in providing aftercare to care
home graduates.

We interviewed eight staff members and examined their voluntary movement toward providing af-
tercare to care home graduates. We defined five categories and 13 concepts based on our qualitative
analysis.

Their relationships indicate that the care workers have developed personal connections with chil-
dren by providing daily support for self-reliance while living with them in the home. The established
personal connections continue after children leave the home, and it motivates them to commit them-
selves voluntarily to providing some level of aftercare to graduates.

Part of their motivation arises from their recognition of the need for such aftercare, which they have
come to realize through practicing daily support for children’s self-reliance in the home, interacting
with graduates, and becoming aware of various life skill related issues experienced by those children.

Furthermore, we examined the quality of the relationship between staff members and graduates and
found that it resembles the emotional bond between parent and children.

This relationship makes easier for them to acquire information from graduates about their current
lives and also for graduates to request for personal assistance.

This post-graduate relation is meaningful and helps graduates feel secured because it reduces their
anxiety and becomes a basis on which graduates understand their real-life experience in an organized
manner.

Keywords
Children's homes, Aftercare, Modified grounded theory approach
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Investigating Novel Approaches to Universal Tourism through the
Integration of ICTs and Robotics

Hisashi TAKANISHI ¥, Tim SAITO 2 , Nozomi SAITO @
1) 2) 3) Department of International Tourism, Toyama College of Welfare Science

Abstract

This paper is a report on practical research conducted with second-year students undertaking the
"Practical Training for Tourism Development (Universal Tourism: UT) " course, with the Department
of International Tourism, Toyama College of Welfare Science. Fieldwork was carried out to investigate
the capacity of ICT body-sharing robots to enhance the accessibility of tourism and meet the needs of
those who are deterred from travel due to illness, serious disabilities, or medical care requirements.
Students concentrated on the effectiveness of ICT body-sharing robots in guiding and communicating
with volunteer participants. This approach is a departure from conventional conceptualizations of uni-
versal tourism, which focus on removing barriers from the physical environment ( equivalence and ho-
mogeneity) and convenience. It is also characterized by the fact that travelers themselves can proac-
tively improve the quality of the shared experience. This study reports on the potential for a wholistic
approach to tourism development which draws from the fields of social welfare and ICT. The findings
offer some insight into potential for new approaches to tourism for people who face challenges of mobil-
ity and various health conditions and as a tool to diversify tourism opportunities for those with specific
needs.
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"The implementation of class structures for teaching "expression" to
preschoolers and areas for improvement. "

Shoya Okawa' , Emiko Uchida?
1) Department of Early Childhood Education, Toyama College of Welfare Science
2) Tokai Gakuiun University Junior College

Abstract

In the previous study titled "An examination of class structures for teaching 'expression’ to pre-
schoolers", we investigated the adoption of three listening activities within the field of "expression” in
nursery teacher training courses. These were "ear cleaning”, "sound maps" and "sound trails". Using
these activities, we designed classes focusing on the following five areas: awareness of sounds in close
proximity, awareness of others through empathy with their feelings, awareness of different ways of lis-
tening, discovery of various ways of listening, and understanding of others. In this study we ran these
classes. Our analysis of the students' reactions shows that running "listening activities' has various ef-
fects on their awareness of their own sound, their understanding of others and their cooperation with
others. Furthermore, the analysis shows that "listening activities" are effective at nurturing the non-
cognitive skills that are prized in preschool education. Our results reveal that these activities are valid
as a form of "play" that enhances children's imagination and cooperation at school.

Keywords: [ Applying preschool education] | Awareness of listening] [ Teaching expression to pre-

schoolers] [ Listening activities| [ Cooperation] [ Imagination] [ Viewpoints of nursery
teachers| [Non-cognitive skills |
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